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Two Israeli drones fall in Beirut suburbs, one explodes: army, 
Hezbollah
25 Aug 2019
El Mundo, Spain
An Israeli drone fell in the Hezbollah-dominated southern suburbs of Beirut and a second 
one exploded near the ground early on Sunday, the Lebanese army and Hezbollah said, 
in the first such incident in more than a decade. The incident took place hours after the 
Israeli military said its aircraft had struck Iranian forces and Shi’ite militias near Syria’s 
capital Damascus which it said had been planning to launch “killer drones” into Israel.
https://www.elmundo.es/internacional/2019/08/28/5d66c77721efa0895f8b456e.html

Hezbollah leader says Israeli army to face quick retaliation to drone 
‘attack’ in Beirut
25 Aug 2019
Laila Bassam and Lisa Barrington, Reuters, United Kingdom
Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah warned the Israeli army stationed along 
the border with Lebanon that his movement was preparing an imminent response to 
two Israeli drones which crashed overnight in a suburb of Beirut. He said the “suicide 
drone” attack was intended for a specific target and was a “very, very, very dangerous 
development” and that everything possible would be done to prevent a repeat.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-security/hezbollah-leader-says-israeli-army-to-
face-quick-retaliation-to-drone-attack-in-beirut-idUSKCN1VF0CK

Israeli drone attack targeted Iranian missile makers in Beirut
28 Aug 2019
Richard Spencer, The Times, United Kingdom
A suspected Israeli drone attack on a Hezbollah site in Beirut targeted crates believed to 
contain machinery to mix high-grade propellant for precision missiles, The Times has 
learnt. The previously unexplained “suicide drone” attack, if confirmed, risks a significant 
escalation of the conflict between Israel and Iran-backed militias across the Middle East, 
with Hezbollah already threatening retaliation.
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/israeli-drone-attack-targeted-iranian-guided-missile-
technology-5680836b9

LEBANON AND ISRAEL EXCHANGE 
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Lebanon fires at Israeli drones
29 Aug 2019
Der Spiegel, Germany
The Lebanese army has fired Israeli reconnaissance drones in the south of the country . 
A total of three drones have been spotted into the Lebanese airspace, the army said in a 
statement. According to residents, two unmanned aircraft have been seen over the area 
since the morning. The Israeli army said its drones have completed their mission. 
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/libanon-beschiesst-israelische-drohnen-a-1284142.
html

Aerial attacks Israel after ‘kamakiza’ attacks with drones
26 Aug 2019
Tom Kieft, Parool, Netherlands
Israeli attacks against and operations with unmanned aerial vehicles in the Middle East, 
aimed against Iran and its allies, appear to raise tensions in the region even further. Israel 
carried out attacks in Palestine, a day after it had operated drones in the area. In Beirut, 
two drones quickly crashed in short succession. Lebanon has been agitated by Israel’s 
actions.
https://www.parool.nl/wereld/luchtaanvallen-israel-na-kamikazeacties-met-drones~b668d511
/?referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F

Lebanon president: Israel drone attack a declaration of war
26 Aug 2019
Alexandre Martins, Público, Portugal
Lebanon’s president Michel Aoun has said an Israeli drone attack on Beirut at the 
weekend was a “declaration of war” that justified a military response. “This allows us to 
resort to our right to defend our sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity,” he 
added, in a statement released by his office.
https://www.publico.pt/2019/08/26/mundo/noticia/libano-promete-responder-declaracao-
guerra-israel-1884510

Lebanese army fires at Israeli drones near border
28 Aug 2019
Reuters, United Kingdom
The Lebanese army opened fire at two of three Israeli drones that breached Lebanese 
airspace on Wednesday evening in the south of the country near the Israeli border, 
and all three returned to Israeli airspace, the army said. Israeli aircraft regularly enter 
Lebanese airspace, but this is a rare case of the army targeting one. Beirut has repeatedly 
complained to the United Nations about Israel, which Lebanon considers an enemy 
country, breaching its airspace.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-security-lebanon/lebanese-army-fires-at-israeli-
drones-near-border-idUSKCN1VI25P
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How to explain the new tensions between Israel and Hezbollah
27 Aug 2019
Lettera 43, Italy
What began with an airstrike in Syria spiralled into a series of escalating events: a drone 
attack in the Lebanese capital and a clash on the border, dozens of rounds of artillery. But 
the broader issue is that Israel and Iran both see each other as an existential threat. Israel 
has repeatedly threatened military action against Iran to stop it building a nuclear weapon. 
Iran, meanwhile, has used the threat of an Israeli attack as a justification for its own 
military maneuvers in the region, including the military backing of Hezbollah. 
https://www.lettera43.it/libano-israele-tensione-drone/

Middle east: explosive in the drone dropped in Lebanon
27 Aug 2019
Le Matin, Switzerland
After a group of experts dismantled the drone that crashed in the southern suburbs of 
Beirut, it was discovered that it contained an explosive device, which weighed about 5.5 
kg, Hezbollah said in a statement. Lebanese President Michel Aoun described the drone 
attack as a “declaration of war”. Israel has not claimed responsibility for the attack in 
Lebanon, but its prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, assured that his country was ready 
to use “all the necessary means” to defend the country against the Iranian threats “on 
several fronts “.
https://www.lematin.ch/monde/explosif-drone-tombe-liban/story/16512535

Israel strikes Iran further and further from its borders
27 Aug 2019
Baudouin Loos, Le Soir, Belgium
Israeli warplanes have hit Iranian targets in Syria, Iraq and Lebanon. The Israeli 
authorities took responsibility just for the bombing in Syria, which killed five, leaving 
doubts about the other actions. The Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu - in 
the midst of the election campaign before the elections - chooses the polarization and 
radicalization to show that he is capable of dealing with Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran.
https://plus.lesoir.be/art/d-20190826-3VQQ6N?referer=%2Farchives%2Frecherche%3Fdatefilt
er%3Dlastyear%26sort%3Ddate%2520desc%26word%3DDrones%2520arm%25C3%25A9s
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U.S. drone shot down over Yemen 
21 Aug 2019
Idrees Ali, Reuters, United Kingdom
A U.S. military MQ-9 drone was shot down in Yemen’s Dhamar governate, southeast 
of the Houthi-controlled capital Sanaa, two U.S. officials told Reuters, the second 
such incident in recent months. This is not the first time a U.S. drone has been shot 
down in Yemen. In June, the U.S. military said that Houthi rebels had shot down a U.S. 
government-operated drone with assistance from Iran.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-security-usa-drone/u-s-military-drone-shot-down-
over-yemen-officials-idUSKCN1VB180

Yemen: US military investigates the destruction of one of its drones
21 Aug 2019
Le Figaro, France
A spokesman for the US Central Command (Centcom), who heads US operations in 
the Middle East, said the army “investigates about an attack on a drone operating in a 
permitted airspace in Yemen “, but did not confirm the destruction of the aircraft. “Iran’s 
provocative actions and support for fighters and armed groups like the pro-Iranian 
Houthis pose a serious threat to the stability of the region,” said Lieutenant-Colonel Earl 
Brown.
http://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/yemen-l-armee-americaine-enquete-sur-la-destruction-d-
un-de-ses-drones-20190821

Raid on the capital of Saudi Arabia from the the territory of Yemen. 
Suicidal drones were used 
26 Aug 2019
Wojciech Jabłoński, Kresy, Poland
For the first time, using the Sammad-3 (Invinvible-3) drones squadron, the armed forces 
of the Huthi movement attacked military targets in Riyadh. Brigadier General Yahya 
Saree, the spokesman of the movement revealed on Monday that the attack was carried 
out with high precision, in retaliation for the endless blockade and bombing of Yemen by a 
coalition of states led by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
https://kresy.pl/wydarzenia/nalot-na-stolice-arabii-saudyjskiej-z-terytorium-jemenu-
wykorzystano-samobojcze-drony/

SAUDIA ARABIA AND YEMEN 
ARE FIGHTING TOO...
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Drone attacks in Middle East raise fears of escalating conflict 
28 Aug 2019
Martin Chulov, Oliver Holmes and Mohammed Rasool, The Guardian, United 
Kingdom
A spate of drone attacks in Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Yemen and now Lebanon has raised 
the spectre of a new era of conflict in the region, due to the ability of stealth-like weapons 
to penetrate distant battlefields and hit closely guarded targets. Drone warfare has 
become an instrumental factor in the escalating conflict between Israel and Iran, now 
being fought over both sides of the Israeli border and in skies across the region.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/aug/28/drone-attacks-in-middle-east-raise-fears-
of-escalating-conflict

A new battle in the Middle East, caused by drones 
28 Aug 2019
Juan Carlos Sanz, El País, Spain
Drones are at the center of new dangerous hostilities between Lebanon and Israel. The 
recent trouble began when Israel launched an airstrike that killed two Hezbollah members 
in Syria. Hezbollah responded a few days later by firing anti-tank missiles at an Israeli 
military patrol on the Lebanon-Israel border. The intense use of drones in the region is 
exacerbating tensions that have been running under the surface for decades.
https://elpais.com/internacional/2019/08/27/actualidad/1566941784_320159.html

Countries need drones, and if the US doesn’t deliver, China will 
28 Aug 2019
Floris van Straaten, NRC Handelsblad, Netherlands 
All military forces in the Middle East want drones. They are effective and prestigious. 
The number of ‘incidents’ is growing quickly. Even the news of the past few days is 
disconcerning: Drones were part of armed confrontation in Israel, Iran, Yemen and 
Palestine. Their capability to carry missiles and carry out surveillance tasks make them 
wanted, especially those built in the US. But the US will not export them to anyone, only 
allied states that will not share the technology. And so Middle Eastern countries turn 
towards China.
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2019/08/28/zonder-drone-ben-je-nergens-als-de-vs-niet-leveren-
dan-china-wel-a3971494

...AND THE RISKS OF A REGIONAL WAR 
ARE QUICKLY ESCALATING
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Europe buys Chinese drones, even as US expresses data concerns 
9 Aug 2019
Saim Saeed, Politico, Belgium
In an era of paranoia over data security in which military officers and public officials warn 
of the reams of sensitive data collected by drones, European governments and militaries 
are increasingly looking to China, and its premier drone manufacturer DJI, for their 
needs. Washington’s Department of the Interior until July refused to employ DJI drones 
because they “did not meet UAS data management assurance standards.” Both the U.S. 
military and the Department of Homeland Security have so far maintained the ban, only 
allowing individual waivers on a “case by case” basis.
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-buys-chinese-drones-even-as-us-expresses-data-
concerns/

Ukraine and Turkey are together constructing a heavy combat UAV 
20 Aug 2019
Juliusz Sabak, Defense 24, Poland
The Ukrainian group Ukroboronprom and Turkish company Baykar Defence have 
announced the start of joint work on HALE (High Altitude Long Endurance) class 
surveillance drone. The twin-engine UAV called Akinci is to carry armaments of up to 900 
kg and reach an altitude of 12,000 meters. The Ukrainian companies will provide engines, 
composite technologies and experience in large aircraft structures.
https://www.defence24.pl/ukrainsko-turecki-ciezki-dron-bojowy-akinci-analiza

First flight of Russia’s stealth-category big-sized drone 
7 Aug 2019
Novinky, Czech Republic
Russian made heavy combat drone Sukhoi S-70 Okhotnik made its first flight in August 
when it ascended to an altitude of 600 meters and landed. The single-engine drone is 
very similar to American RQ-170 Sentinel drone, which was seized by the Iranians. It 
should be able to reach a speed of 1000 km/h, so it could be able to escort the new fifth-
generation Sukhoi Su-57 fighter jet, in conformity with modern concepts of aerial warfare 
that count with drones accompanying the parent fighter jets.
https://www.novinky.cz/zahranicni/evropa/clanek/velky-rusky-dron-kategorie-stealth-ma-za-
sebou-prvni-let-40292460

EUROPE IS NOT WASTING TIME
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The new Czech drone can handle a flying bomb 
13 Aug 2019
iDnes, Czech Republic
The new drone called Eagle.One that is being developed by the Czech Technical 
University in Prague  could be used protect airports or statesmen giving public speeches 
as it is able to automatically detect capture and/or destroy another flying objects that 
could carry a weapon or a bomb. The drone connected to a DeDrone system localizes an 
enemy drone flying in a defined prohibited area and capture it in a net or knock it down.
https://www.idnes.cz/technet/technika/cesko-dron-eagle-one.A190812_164628_tec_technika_
kuz
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Libya drone strike heightens fears of air war and risk of civilian 
deaths 
11 Aug 2019
Jason Burke and Zeinab Mohammed Sali, The Guardian, United Kingdom
An air war in Libya is intensifying as rival forces in the divided country try to break a 
military stalemate, heightening significantly the risk of civilian casualties. At least 45 
people were killed and dozens wounded in an airstrike that targeted a town hall meeting 
in south-western Libya. The forces of Khalifa Haftar, the 75-year-old military strongman 
who controls much of the east of the country, have been blamed. Witnesses said the attack 
on a residential district of Qalaa in the town of Murzuq came from a drone.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/aug/11/libya-drone-strike-heightens-fears-of-air-
war-and-risk-of-civilian-deaths

Spotted by drones, killed by rockets 
23 Aug 2019
Susanne Koelbl and Christoph Reuter, Der Spiegel, Germany
Since the spring, the tanks of Assad’s army, the Syrian jets and the Russian air forces 
attacked Syria’s last rebel stronghold Idlib, in the northwest of the country. But since the 
beginning of August, the attacks has been explicitly against humans: drones constantly 
traveled over the city, transmitting the coordinates of pedestrians and motorcyclists.
https://www.spiegel.de/plus/syrien-in-der-todeszone-von-idlib-wo-baschar-al-assad-
menschen-jagen-laesst-a-00000000-0002-0001-0000-000165579728

Who will be held responsible for the death of civilians? Drones 
change war and politics 
7 Aug 2019
Jarosław Kociszewski, Newsweek, Poland
UAVs are now used even by desert fighters who attack enemies with plywood UAVs 
that can be much cheaper than any physical way of destroying them. Intercepting and 
destroying them by electronic means may be the best way to fight them. In Hmeimim 
Russians used such strong signals that they even affected GPS devices of civil airplanes 
near the Tel Aviv airport - about 500 km from the Russian base.
https://www.newsweek.pl/swiat/jak-drony-zmieniaja-wojne/r5t83k4

REMINDER: DRONES KILL PEOPLE
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The Russian underwater drone would have caused a radioactive leak 
12 Aug 2019
Emmanuel Grynszpan, Le Temps, Switzerland
Military experts, nuclear specialists and ecologists are trying to understand what 
happened the 8th of August in Arkhangelsk. An explosion, followed by a brief spike of 
radioactivity in the region caused seven dead and six wounded. The explosion was caused 
by the failed test of a nuclear propulsion system. It would be the new weapon announced 
by Vladimir Putin last year.
https://www.letemps.ch/monde/russie-un-drone-sousmarin-aurait-cause-fuite-radioactive
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